RENAISSANCE

3049

RENT

g-uages, philosophy, art, government and re-
ligion were studied as fields in which to make
discoveries and critical comparisons.

Although theoretical purposes at first
ruled the movement men came to see its
value in promoting progress and so later
made a multitude of practical applications
of the new learning.

The new curiosity brought out new facts
and so led to a rejection of many errors
about the natural world; students gave scant
attention to mere opinions and learned to
make direct observations. Then the founda-
tions of modern science were laid.

Humanism also arose. This means a very
high regard for the facts pertaining to the
human race. Shallow ideas about human
nature and man's place in society melted
away and man was then viewed as a living,
inspiring subject for direct observation and
study.

A self-sacrificing devotion to Greek and
Latin studies brought later great enlarge-
ment to all modern languages and literatures.
Raphael, Da Vinci, Titian, Corregio and oth-
ers produced works of art that have never
been surpassed.

In philosophy Bruno and other thinkers
threw off the chains of cramped intellectual
masters for the sake of gaining a free,
ancient but pagan viewpoint. This new posi-
tion proved unsuitable in the end, but it
served at the time as a means of escape, a
necessary step in the direction of modern
philosophy.

The Renaissance gradually reached all
parts of Europe and finally modified all
phases of social life. It developed new arts
such as printing, new conceptions of our
earth through geographic discoveries, new
national policies as in the cultivation of trade
by sea, new church life through the Reforma-
tion. It brought inspiration, light and joy
to those who delighted in art, learning and
adventure. However, the neglected masses
of peasants were long in gaining any relief
from their miseries.
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BENAN, renatiN', ERNEST (1823-1892),
a French philologist, historian and essayist
born at Treguier, in Brittany, and educated
for the priesthood at the seminary of Saint
Sulpice, Paris. In 1845, however, he gave up
all intention of becoming a priest and de-
voted himself to historical and linguistic
studies. In 1862 he was appointed professor
of Hebrew in the College de France, but his
unorthodox views on religion led to his dis-
missal. In 1863 his Life of Jesus, the work
by which he is most widely known, appeared.
This book gave rise to prolonged discussions
throughout Europe. It was the first of a
series of volumes setting forth Renan's views
on the history and origin of Christianity.
The most important of these volumes are
The Apostles, Saint Paul, The Christian
Church, The Antichrist and Marcus Aurelius.
Renan was highly honored as a scholar.
BENI, ra ne, See GUIDO RENI.
RE'NO, NEV., the county seat of "Washoe
County, thirty-one miles north of Carson
City, on the unnavigable Truckee River and
the Truekee-Carson Canal, and the Southern
Pacific, the Virginia & Truckee and the Ne-
vada, California & Oregon railroads. It is
in a farming, mining and stock-raising sec-
tion, set amid attractive scenery, and is the
largest city and the most important industrial
center in the state. It is the seat of the
state university, a hospital for the insane,
and has, also, a Carnegie Library, a Y.M.C.A.
building and a Federal building. Reno holds
a unique reputation for its facilities provid-
ing for easy divorce. Reno was settled in
1858, was incorporated in 1869 and chartered
as a eity in 1901. Population, 1930, 18,529.
BENT. One of the most eminent Amer-
ican economists defines rent as "that which is
paid for the use of land," but in the sense
in which it is commonly used, it means that
which is paid for the use of buildings as
well as for the use of lands. When the land
upon which the building stands belongs to
one owner and the building to another, the
rent is divided. This condition frequently
exists in large cities where a long-term lease,
as for ninety-nine years, is made, and a "build-
ing is erected upon the plot in question.
At the expiration of the lease the building
may become the property of tee proprietor
of the land, or the lease may be renewed.
The principal factors that determine the
rent on land are quality and location. Ten
acres of fertile alluvial land bordering on